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Stories from Cambridge Newspapers 1888 to 1990 
1889 

1889 06 07 

Severe thunderstorm causes extensive damage [2.5] 

1891 

1891 

Wall at Hyde Park corner blows down in gale, girl killed 37 03 20 

1894 

1894 

Serious floods [4.18, 1.5] 

1895 

1895 

Great frost lasted from January to March unbroken except for very brief thaws; from Jan 18 to 25 
were snowstorms, floods & north-west gales; frosts of 15 to 20 degrees turned hundreds of acres of 
flooded land into skating rinks; for 2 months was possible to skate from Cambridge to Grantchester or 
Ely. Three fields at Newnham flooded & electric lights allowed skaters to flock there in evenings; ice 
carnivals & skating races on river from Bottisham Lock to Ely 62 01 03 

1896 

1896 07 07 

East Road School hit by lightning. July [1.11] 

1896 12 18 
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Earthquake felt in Cambridge, December [1.12] 

1899 

1899 07 13 

Can the meteorologists tell what has happened to the English climate? Last summer was hot, but the 
extraordinary protracted heat was set down as a meteorological eccentricity that was not likely to be 
repeated. Yet this summer the thermometer has been dancing between 80 and 90. If this happens 
another year it will be necessary to take counsel as to whether England should not adopt Indian 
usages. The mid-day siesta may come into vogue. But the weather is a fickle thing. One day it is 
oppressively hot, the next day it is delightfully cool. One summer it is the weather of the tropics; the 
next may be distinctly suggestive of the Arctic Circle 1899 07 13 

1905 

1905 11 18 

The other evening a large expanse of the north eastern sky was suffered with a rosy glow which 
waxed and waned in intensity. The light extended upwards from the horizon in a broad band and 
illuminated the edge of a thick bank of cloud towards the left of the moon. It is believed to be the 
Aurora Borealis, the famous northern light, though others felt it was caused by the moon shining 
through falling snow. 05 11 18c [2.13] 

1906 

1906 01 06 

Last night’s gale was one of the most severe within living memory. Great damage was done all over 
Cambridge. On Newmarket Road a tall chimney at the brickworks began to sway violently and then 
fell with a tremendous crash. The large trees at the Backs suffered considerably; five were uprooted 
and blown into Queen’s Road. During the morning numbers of poor people were busily engaged in 
taking away the portions they could carry for firewood. Two children took away a branch of 
considerable weight using a pair of wheels taken from a perambulator 06 01 06e 

1906 02 09 

The extraordinary weather was experienced in all its bewildering variety. Thunder, lightning, hail, 
snow and a hurricane provided a new experience. Many pedestrians were blown over by the wind 
which swept over the mill at Chippenham with such suddenness that before the sails could be 
adjusted, the top of the mill was blown off. The storm travelled at a remarkable pace. It took less than 
an hour to travel from Leicester to Cambridge.06 02 09c 

1906 09 03 

For four days Cambridge has vainly been endeavouring to live in a temperature rising above 90 
degrees in the shade, 125 in the sun. The first day of September was as hot as the last day of August 
and even now the heat shows little diminution. Nobody remembers such a succession of tropical heats 
so late in the season. The weather is in a curiously topsy-turvey condition 06 09 03 & a 

1906 12 27 

Such a Christmas as has just been experienced in Cambridge occurs but few times within a lifetime. A 
good old-fashioned Christmas when the brightly-blazing Yule log, or its modern equivalent, is 
necessary to counteract the efforts of King Frost is as a rule so old-fashioned that it seems to have 
existed only in the picturesque imaginations of the novelist and pictorial artist. So also is the 
Christmas-card Christmas with the country covered with the white mantle of snow. Yet the festival of 
1906 has been remarkable for both 06 12 27 

1906 12 29 

Cambridge byelaws compel a householder to remove the snow from the path in front of his habitation, 
which provides an opportunity for out-of-works to earn an honest copper. One rang the bell of a 
corner house and informed the occupier that he had swept the snow from his path. Obviously the only 
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thing to be done was to pay the man for his labour. But when he rang the bell of the adjoining house 
with many feet of frontage there was no answer: the occupants had gone away for Christmas but not 
drawn their blinds. Love’s labour lost indeed! 06 12 29c 

1907 

1907 01 26 

In such a cold spell undergraduate etiquette is apt to go by the board. It is an unwritten law that no 
junior member of the University should, on pain of merciless chaffing, appear in academical dress 
plus an overcoat. The idea of cap and gown and gloves was simply horrifying. Yet both these laws 
have been broken with impunity. One young man appeared in public with cap, gown, overcoat and a 
pair of very aggressive yellow-brown gloves. 07 01 26a 

1907 06 29 

On Midsummer night the thermometer in a Cambridge hotel yard registered one degree less than on 
Christmas night! The weather has lately been enough to move one to despair - snow and hail fell in 
Scotland for nearly an hour until the mountains were mantled in white. Truly the gods must be 
offended. But while the hatters and tailors are lamenting over the lack of orders for straw hats and 
summer suits, the mackintosh merchant waxes fat on the proceeds of his sales. 07 06 29b 

1907 09 30 

What extraordinary weather we are experiencing! It reached its climax on September 25 th when the 
hottest day of the year was reported and those on holidays are getting interest for delaying the 
spending of their annual vacation. The appearance of gardens is not synonymous with autumn. 
Strawberries are now providing a good crop, whilst roses are doing very well. 07 09 30b 

1908 

1908 01 17 

Ancient inhabitants rack their brains in vain for a parallel to the extraordinary weather of the past 
fortnight, bringing in its train a record crop of influenza. The changes from 20 degrees of frost to a 
damp muggy air and then back again have caused the National Skating Association to rearrange the 
Championships which took place at Lingay Fen in almost perfect conditions. The ice was hard and 
entries above average. 08 01 17b 

1908 04 

Heavy snow April [2.15] 

1908 06 05 

A house in Castle Street was struck by lightning during a heavy thunderstorm which caused 
tremendous damaged and rendered it uninhabitable. A brick chimney stack fell with an appalling 
crash into the bedrooms beneath, which have been completely wrecked. It is a semi-detached 
residence of three storeys and reputed to be the highest inhabited point in Cambridge. CWN 08 06 
05 p5 [2.17] 

1910 

1910 02 25 

A hurricane with winds of 80 mph caused considerable damage. Hoardings in Belmont Place, King 
Street, belonging to the Billposting Company were unable to withstand the onslaught of the wind and 
fell while a large elm tree opposite Trinity Fellows’ Garden was bespoiled of its top. At Ely Cathedral 
a window depicting St John the Baptist was damaged; the apostle’s head was blown out but falling 
upon the lawn, the glass was not broken. At St Ives the wind blew down the home signal on the 
railway line and caught the gable end of Mr Holloway’s music shop in Bridge Street, blowing off four 
yards of tiles. CWN 10 02 25a & b 

1911 
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1911 08 18 

The dry weather has led to great scarcity of water in many parts and if the drought continues the Army 
planned manoeuvres might be abandoned. The brooks and ponds in many places are completely dry, 
rivers are running lower than in living memory and farmers are at their wits’ end to know how to 
provide water for their cattle. Water trains will soon have to be organised though unfortunately some 
of the worst villages on the clay hills of Huntingdonshire are remote from the railways. However at 
most seaside places nearly every room is occupied and the summer of 1911 will be long remembered 
as the best on record by boarding-house keepers 110818m 

1911 08 25 

The longest drought since 1887 has happily come to an end and heavy rains have reduced the torrid 
heat. In Cambridge the hottest day was August 9 th when the temperature was 95 degrees in the shade. 
Messrs Pain’s records go back 43 years and the only other record of that figure was on 15 th August 
1876. During violent thunderstorms lightning set fire to farm buildings at Friday Bridge but the 
brigade was powerless as there was no water to put it out. 11 08 25a 

1911 09 15 

A most welcome break in the long-sustained drought came when the first really wet day for months 
was hailed with the joy and gladness with which people generally welcome fine weather. Rain fell all 
day, having a marvellous effect in clearing the air and bringing down the temperature. It was like 
stepping from blazing August to chill gloomy November. Normally everyone would have been dismal 
and depressed. But everybody has been thoroughly saturated with sunshine and turned to the mud and 
drizzle with positive delight, splashing through puddles with utmost cheerfulness. This year has been 
the driest on record. 11 09 15g 

1911 09 23 

Break in drought - 11 09 23 

1912 
1912 

April a record drought but only 5 rainless days in August [2.14] 

1914 

1914 

Serious floods - worse since 1879 [2.24] 

1914 12 25 

Storm and Floods responsible for considerable damage to telegraph and telephone wires. The heavy 
downpour of rain and the blinding snowstorm late at night found the weak spots in an enormous 
number of house roofs in Cambridge, and the exceptional downpour swelled the stream of the Cam 
until the water flowed over the banks. The greater part of Midsummer Common was covered with 
water and the paths were impassable. Boathouse and boathouse yards were flooded and military men 
who were billeted in the boathouses were seriously inconvenienced. In several instances they were 
compelled to seek billets elsewhere. Thousands of acres of land in and around Cambridge were 
flooded. 14 12 25 CIPof 

1914 

Heavy snow fell but melted quickly causing floods greater than in 1912. In Cambridge thousands of 
acres were submerged. Sheep’s Green was like an inland sea and a sheet of water extended from 
Victoria Bridge over Midsummer Common. At Jesus Sluice the river was rushing through the lock 
like a mill race and there was barely a foot of difference between the levels of the water at the weir. 
Some of the military horses and wagons on Butt’s Green had to be moved out of the reach of the 
water. Along the Backs the tennis lawns at Trinity College, where part of the First Eastern Hospital 
stood in the autumn, was submerged. The telegraph service was completely suspended as wires gave 
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way under the combined pressure of wind and snow. Water forced itself into the junction boxes of the 
Cambridge Electric Supply Company’s main across Jesus Green and sections of the town were 
without electricity supply. The whole of the valley of the Granta from Newnham to Shelford was 
extensively flooded. All the skating meadows at Newnham were covered and the University Bathing 
Sheds were completely cut off. At Grantchester the road by the Orchard Tea Gardens was submerged 
and near the mill water rushed across the road, knee deep. Considerable damage was done to the road 
surface, large quantities of metal being washed away. Two organ grinders coming from Trumpington 
were conversing in broken English over the number of miles they would have to go round to avoid a 
ducking 

1916 

1916 02 26 

Heavy snow, snow ploughs needed, soldiers snowball fight Parkers Piece [2.25] 

1916 03 04 

Floods Sheep’s Green, Coe Fen etc, boathouses rise from water [2.26] 

1916 03 29 

March blizzards. The wind, which had been boisterous during the day, developed into a heavy gale, 
accompanied by snow. A good deal of damage was done to telegraph and telephone wires, trees were 
uprooted. On Tuesday morning the ground was covered with snow. Trains were late owing to wires 
being down. Rain set in during the day, but towards the close of the afternoon this turned to snow. 

The wind, too, increased in violence until it was blowing quite a hurricane. Huge trees gave way be¬ 
fore the violence of the wind, chimney pots and slates came crashing down, whilst many fences 
collapsed. The Corporation workmen had to be called out to assist m clearing away fallen trees, and to 
assist the police in warning vehicles. Several pedestrians had narrow escapes. Among the many trees 
which fell was the famous plane tree in the Catholic Rectory grounds, which has been visited by 
arboriculturists from all over the world. 16 03 29 CIPof 

1916 04 05 

In the wake of the blizzard - photo feature - clearing trees - 16 04 05 

1917 

1917 

Highest flood between Jesus Lock and Baitsbite Lock was 1917 when nearly two feet water over 
office floor; river bank broke Brandon Creek and flooded fen around Southery which quickly cleared 
water at Abbey Road - H.C. Banham - 46 03 02b, 46 03 09a 

1918 

1918 01 30 

Floods. The severe weather and the thaw had further detrimental effects upon the trees at the Backs of 
the Colleges and our riverside walks. Many old familiar arboreal friends have been dismembered, 
notably the veteran weeping willow on the south-west side of Trinity College Bridge. The floods 
which followed the thaw rose to a considerable height and considerable damage is now seen to have 
been done to the river banks at Sheep's Green. Part of the trouble here is said to have been caused 
through the flood gates at the Apron being out of repair 18 01 30 CIPof 

1918 04 24 

A great flood - higher level than has been recorded since the great storm of August 3, 1879 Miles of 
country were under water on Wednesday; roads and paths were rendered impassable to foot pas¬ 
sengers, the ferries at Cambridge were stopped, low-lying houses and premises near the river were 
flooded and the water was up to the permanent way of the railway between Chesterton and 
Waterbeach. The river has shown more frequent tendencies to flood of late years than, formerly - one 
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cause is said to be the clearing-out of ditches and water courses by War Agricultural Committees 18 
04 24 CIPof 

1919 

1919 02 26 

Serious Floods. Not for many years has the County of Cambridge been visited by floods of such 
magnitude or of so serious a nature as those experienced within the last ten days. Thousands ofl acres 
are under water, and at Cambridge the water rose at one time to within six inches of the height 
reached by the memorable flood of 1879. At Ely the river touched a depth beyond any previously 
attained within the memory of the oldest inhabitants. It is good news to hear that since Sunday the 
water has been steadily falling. A serious break in the river bank midway between Waterbeach and 
Upware last Wednesday resulted in the disastrous flooding of hundreds of acres of low-lying land in 
the vicinity, the temporary isolation of several farms and cottages and considerable damage to stacks. 
On Tuesday night ... above the hanks at Waterbeach Fen where the break in the river bank occurred, 
and farmers took prompt steps to remove their stock to safety, but on Wednesday morning a break 
occurred, and the breach rapidly becoming wider, the water poured through. Farm buildings and 
cottages were surrounded, and the Inhabitants in some cases were forced to seek shelter in the village. 
All Wednesday farm workers and other helpers from Waterbeach and district worked up to their knees 
in water, but the gap widened, and it was found necessary to sink two barges in the breach. Thousands 
of sandbags were requisitioned and by this means the hole was filled and the inflow of water at this 
spot checked. Men have been employed night and day in "cradging" along the hanks and 
strengthening the places where any water was found overflowing, this also being done on the 
Stretham bank of the Old West 19 02 26 CIPof [1.14] 

1919 02 06 

Magistrate Summoned. At the Cambridge Borough Court, a County magistrate living in Hills Road, 
Cambridge, was summoned that, as occupier of premises, he did not as soon as conveniently may be 
after the cessation of a fall of snow, remove or cause to be removed from the footway and pavement 
all snow on such footway and pavement. He did not appear, but sent a letter to the Bench explaining 
that he only had one domestic, and could not call on her to clear the snow away. An odd man, who 
was called, wanted art extravagant sum for removing it. The Mayor said the case was a proper one for 
the police to bring before the court. It was a considerable comfort to the public if every householder 
cleared away the snow from his own frontage. He warned the public that cases of this kind would be 
dealt with more severely in the future, but as this was the first of the kind to come before the Bench 
this year, they had decided to dismiss it on payment of costs. 19 02 06 CIPof 

1920 

1920 06 

Cowper Road houses struck by lightning, June [2.18] 

1921 
1921 07 

Intense heat causes fires, including Midsummer Common, July & August; 14 months of drought 
[1.17,4.10] 

1921 07 21 

Bateman Street houses struck by lightning, July [2.16] 

1922 

1922 07 

Wettest July since 1865 [1.18] 


1926 

1926 02 
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Floods on Coe Fen & Sheep Green, February [1.20] 

1926 08 16 

Earthquake shocks of unusual severity were felt on Sunday morning. In Cambridge occupants were 
awakened by the rattle of windows, crockery and furniture. Two residents in West Road were aroused 
from sleep by the oscillation of their beds; a lofty wardrobe continued to shake and its contents to 
rattle for some time. Railwaymen on night duty said the telegraph poles rattled and the windows of 
signal cabins shook. Several residents of Huntingdon felt three tremors 26 08 16 

1927 

1927 12 

Snow began Christmas day & led to most complete stoppage of road & rail traffic since coming of 
motor car [1.13] 

1928 

1928 01 18 

Gale damages Fred Hiam’s residence Grange Road, Jan [2.20] 

1928 11 17 

The great gale which swept the country blew down trees, damaged roofs and caused damage. The 
most serious loss is the removal of the roof of the grandstand on the Cambridge Town Football Club’s 
ground. The cross at St Barnabas church was carried away but no person was injured in its fall. 
Hoardings on the LNER Railway’s property near Cambridge station have been razed to the ground 
and the line was blocked by a signal that was blown down near Waterbeach. At Trinity College the 
famous ‘Sedgwick Elm’ in the Fellows’ Garden was partly blown down. At Ely two large sheets of 
lead were lifted on the roof of the cathedral nave and a huge chicken shed in Lynn Road was 
completely demolished. 28 11 17 [1.21] 

1929 

1929 02 14 

For the first time since 1895 there was skating on the River Cam. A thick sheet of ice powered with 
white snow, stretched unbroken from Silver Street to the electric light works. It was too inviting to be 
resisted and several skating parties took advantage of it. Many undergraduates took to the ice in front 
of King’s College and at Quayside a man was seen cycling on the slippery surface. However the ice 
bore and he neither came off nor went in. At Silver Street it was possible to cross to the mill on the ice 
but below Jesus Lock, where the dredges is at work, the ice was broken up by the flow and black 
pools and crevices had appeared in the thin surface. 29 02 14 
Lent races postponed [1.10, 5] 

1929 02 16 

All Cambridge seemed to be skating or carrying skates this morning and there is something like five 
inches of ice on many parts of the Granta. Eight hardy spirits took the plunge at the Town Bathing 
Sheds though it took nearly half an hour to break the ice. There have been bathers ever since the front 
began and many of them have hardly missed a day. The cold was so severe that the comb stuck in the 
head of one of them who was doing his hair. But the Open Flying Mile Straight Race, fixed to take 
place at Cowbit Wash, near Spalding, was abandoned after the Skating Association reported that it 
was not possible to provide a straight mile course to conform with the conditions. 20 02 16 

1929 02 22 

Sir: Quite a number of people took advantage of the frozen river last weekend to skate to Ely and 
among them were three Newnham girls. It is 34 years since last such a journey was possible. There 
was only one day’s skating on the river in 1901. It was February 1895 that the river last admitted 
skating to Ely and I and two friends undertook the journey. On arrival it was suggested we continue to 
Denver Sluice but after two miles the ice was very bad, so we returned. 1 wonder how many have ever 
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succeeded in it, a distance of 72 miles there and back. 1 am fond of skating and have been to Ely five 
times - ‘Septuagenarian’ - CDN 22.2.1929 

1930 
1930 01 

Worst gale in living memory brings down trees, January [1.25] 

1930 08 28 

Seven deaths have been reported from various parts of the country and no break is expected in the 
heat wave. In Cambridge temperatures of 88 degrees were recorded in the shade, two lower than 
yesterday. A girl in green striped pyjamas was seen in one of the main thoroughfares, an extreme 
symptom of the heat wave that holds the town in its grip. There was an outbreak of open-necked shirts 
whilst those who were less courageous fingered the tight damp bands that had once been collars and 
wondered whether respectability was worthwhile. At midnight there were bathing parties by the hanks 
of the Cam 30 08 28 [2.1] 

1931 

1931 08 21 

Grafton Street house struck by lightning [2.19] 

1931 06 12 

It was a very gentle earthquake in Cambridge: suddenly in the silence of a calm and tranquil night 
there came a mysterious, slow, oscillatory motion, quickening and increasing in intensity. It seemed 
as if a giant hand had seized the bed and was shaking it, gently but with irresistible might. A 
washstand was overturned at Comberton but houses were rocked at Ely where some of the 
foundations were heard to crack. At St Ives people sought refuge on the Market Hill and could not be 
induced to return to bed. 31 06 12c&d&e 
Cambridge earthquake 30 years ago - memories - 64 04 23 

1932 

1932 08 17 

Succession of meteorites, August [1.2] 

1933 

1933 01 06 

Does the present succession of mild Januaries suggest something in the nature of a change in climate? 
Today amateur gardeners have standard and rambler roses in full bloom, primroses blooming in 
clumps, stocks, polyanthus - indeed a show of flowers usually retarded by frost until spring. 33 01 06 

1933 02 11 

The mildness of the winter has given gardeners something to talk about. Even the frost has failed to 
kill off all the roses and some were in full bloom at Cottenham with the first snowdrops flowering 
between the standards. Flowers gathered before the frost set in and put into water have a more 
powerful scent than usual. But are these the first roses of summer or the last? 33 02 lib 

1934 

1934 03 16 

Fish two inches long rain on Market Hill, March [1.1] 

1935 

1935 01 28 

Cambridge goes white - snow complaints - 35 01 28 

1936 
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1936 06 20 

Damaged houses, a blocked road and wrecked telephone wires marked the route of the great storm 
through Cambridge and district. The first ominous rumblings were heard comparatively early but not 
until the crowds began to pour out of the cinemas after the last performance did the rain stream down 
and great flashes of forked lightning rend the sky. Cambridge seemed to be almost surrounded by 
thunderstorms, for sheets of light flashed on the horizon at every point of the compass 36 06 20 

1936 12 10 

Thick fog invaded Romsey Town hours before it reached Huntingdon Road. Once it settled it did so 
in earnest and visibility was practically nil. Buses were reduced to trailing through the streets on the 
heels of the conductors and even they could not see their way properly: one stopped himself just in 
time from leading a No. 106 into the pit on Newmarket Road. Where conditions were not quite so bad 
drivers ‘convoyed’ and as many as six buses were seen in single file. One conductor walked from 
Cambridge to Ely, leading his bus - and did the journey in AVi hours 36 12 10a 

1938 

1938 01 29 

Aurora borealis seen [2.3] 

1938 06 18 

Earthquake felt, June [2.4] 

1938 12 22 

After many hours of continuous snow-fall 400 men commenced work on the gigantic task of clearing 
a path for road traffic and pedestrians and six snow ploughs were brought into use. The three new 
motor ploughs were a great success and buses were able to keep to schedule exceptionally well. But 
everything is disorganised at the post office: some of the mail trains are arriving late and it looks as if 
letter deliveries will have to be pushed right up to Christmas Day. A large crowd skated on a flooded 
meadow at Newham but at Milton Sewage Farm the ice was too thickly coated with snow. 38 12 22 
& a 

1939 

1939 01 20 

Huntingdon Road house struck by lightning [2.21] 

1939 02 20 

George Pearson of Fen Road Milton said he was about to milk his cows when the whole yard 
suddenly lit up and he noticed a brilliant white light moving across the sky. There were no flames 
coming from it; it was something like an electric light. Then there was a boom like thunder - he 
thought the I.R.A. was trying to blow up the bridge. The meteor was also seen by Mr Ketch of 
Corporation Terrace, Cheddars Lane; a blue light followed by a red glow passed over him with a 
whizzing noise and afterwards came an explosion. 39 02 20 39 02 24 CIPof 

1939 12 23 

After many hours of continuous snowfall - the longest, if not the deepest fall for many years - a partial 
thaw set in. In Cambridge 400 men were employed (during the fall of snow) to clear a path for road 
traffic and pedestrians, and six snow ploughs were brought into use. 38 12 23 CIPof 

1940 

1940 02 08 

Heavy fall of snow on Hauxton Rd, Jan 1940 - photo - 40 02 08 

1947 

1947 03 07 
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The work of clearing Cambridge streets of snow is costing £500 a day. Every available lorry and a 
labour force in the region of 400 men is engaged in the task. There is a generally held view in the 
town that the snow clearers are ding a hard job very well. Meanwhile there has been an almost 
cheerful acceptance of the inconveniences. For the second morning in succession, most of Cambridge 
walked to work today - strange sight in the normally bicycle-crowded streets 47 03 07 

1948 

1948 06 01 

What is thought to be the biggest earth tremor in East Anglia since 1757 occurred in the King's Lynn, 
Bury St Edmunds, Mildenhall and Cambridge area last Friday. Observers distinctly felt it. In some 
places it was accompanied by a rumbling noise. A Cambridge resident said; "I distinctly felt a 
'bubbling' movement and heard a slight rumbling noise while sitting in the living room after tea. 1 took 
no further notice, however, thinking it may have been a passing bus or heavy vehicle" 48 06 01 

1952 

1952 01 05 

For Cambridge 1951 was again a “very wet year”. Aid F. Dogget said the figure of 27.57 inches was 
well above the average. There were only 150 days without rain, it was an exceptionally wet Spring 
and gardeners will remember we had only six fine week-ends during that period. The heaviest fall 
was on August 6 th and during a thunderstorm on July 30 th . The longest spell of fine weather lasted for 
13 consecutive days between May 27 th and June 9 th . In the county Lt-Col Thornhill of Manor House, 
Boxworth, said it was the wettest year since 1937 52 01 05 

1953 

1953 02 16 

Queen Mother visits WVS clothing depot dealing with East Coast floods [1.24] 

1954 

1954 01 09 

A large meteorite is believed to have been seen over Cambridge. Following reports that an explosion, 
thought to have been due to a meteorite smashing into the earth’s atmosphere, had rocked Dieppe 
about 160 miles from Cambridge, several members of the City Police Force have claimed to have 
seen the object. P.C. R. Barlow, on duty in Drummer Street described ‘a meteorite of exceptional size, 
oval-shaped and green in colour’ falling in a south-east direction. Other policemen claim to have seen 
the flash as it apparently struck the earth. 54 01 09 

1954 01 28 

Parts of the river Cam were frozen over this morning after a night of extremely cold conditions. The 
maximum temperature yesterday was 31 degrees F. but last night it dropped to 18 degrees. The severe 
weather had caused all previous output records to be broken at the Cambridge Gas Works. 54 01 28 

1956 

1956 02 20 

Cambridgeshire was hit by the second arctic spell over the weekend. Snow, ice and biting winds 
brought treacherous conditions to many of the roads, but no major accidents were reported. Last night 
the temperature dropped to 18 degrees, at 9am today it was 25.7. The Waterworks Company dealt 
with over 1,000 burst pipes over the last cold spell and expect there will be many more when the pipes 
thaw out after the present freeze-up. 56 02 20a 

1958 

1958 02 26 

Snow blocks roads worse than 1947, February 58 02 26b & c [2.6] 

1959 
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1959 01 09 

Flooding, January [2.7 2.27] 

1959 06 27 

1” rain in 20 minutes floods basements [4.1] 

1960s The Cambridgeshire Collection has detailed newspaper cuttings files from this date 

1960 

1960 11 02 

Many roads were flooded following a torrential downpour. Policemen with red warning lights 
patrolled parts of Queen’s Road which was covered to a depth of 18-inches in parts and the roadway 
at Chesterton Hall Crescent was also under water. Wilberforce Road was the most seriously affected 
where water poured off a nearby playing field and fences were pulled up to divert the flow away from 
houses. The Wheatsheaf Inn at Harlton and a cottage at Barton Road Haslingfield were also 
inundated. This has been one of the wettest years recorded in Cambridge. 60 11 02b 

1961 

1961 12 27 

It is going to be even colder than it was during most of the Christmas freeze-up when ice on the Cam 
trapped several swans in the water. On Christmas morning fire appliances went to St Giles’ church 
where a small fire severely damaged an electric motor in the organ. They were also called to Avery’s 
scale makers premises in Regent Street and at Joseph Lucas on Newmarket Road where pipes in the 
ceilings burst and flooded the premises. The Waterworks Company dealt with 30 burst pipes on 
Christmas Day 61 12 27 61 12 30 

1962 

1962 01 01 

Many Cambridgeshire villages are without electricity as eight inches of snow dislocated traffic and 
communications. Engineers had difficulties getting to the trouble through road blocks, fallen 
telephone wires and diversions. Snow ploughs have been working on the roads throughout the night. 
Railways have been badly affected with a drift between Shepreth and Royston making only single line 
traffic possible. It was the coldest night in Cambridgeshire since February 1917 62 01 01 
Queens Road & Earl Street with snowed-up cars - photo - 62 01 Ola 
Clearing snow St Andrews Street & dumping it at Quayside - photos - 62 01 02b 

1962 01 03 

Supplies of salt are fast running out at Cambridge grocery shops as people adopt a ‘do-it-yourself 
policy towards clearing away the snow from their doorsteps. In two of the largest stores stocks of 
block or crushed cooking salt are negligible. But there is still plenty at the Corporation store yard in 
Mill Road despite a considerable amount being used on the streets. Hard-packed frozen snow still 
prevails on all roads and overnight fog reduced visibility. One result of the snow-up in Royston was 
the postponement of the meeting of the Urban Council 62 01 03 

Hundreds of building workers have been laid off because of the severe freeze-up. Many have taken 
temporary jobs with the City Council as snow cleaners; so far 250 extra men have been put on to help 
the 50 regular council workmen. In addition 46 extra lorries have been hired with 10 bulldozers and 
two crawler shovels. Gangs are working 24 hours a day gritting and sanding the roads. The cost of all 
the extra work will be ‘pretty heavy’ 62 01 03a 

1962 12 05 

The fog which came down over the Cambridge area was blown here from London by a twelve-knot 
wind, says meteorologists. London, having its first clear day since Monday was like an oasis 
surrounded by a slowly-clearing fog belt though mainline trains were still meeting long delays and 
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London Airport was closed. The number of sudden deaths in the capital has now reached 106. 
Conditions were still grim in East Anglia with temperatures remaining well below zero and part of the 
River Cam froze between Pye’s Bridge and Garret Hostel Lane. 62 12 05 & 07 

1962 12 27 

Great blanket of snow, 24 degrees frost, December [2.8, 2.9] 


1963 

1963 01 01 

Seven-foot drifts block county, 400 workmen fight to keep traffic moving - 63 01 01 
1963 01 03 

People travelling to work were delayed after three buses were put out of action with frozen fuel pipes. 
Sunshine encouraged many skaters on the River Cam along the Backs where ice is two-inches thick 
but the Met Office warns there is no sign of a break in the very cold weather. Snow and ice has 
brought outside work on building sites to a standstill though many firms are keeping on men to help 
with snow clearing. Demand for coal has shot up as have the number of telephone calls with people 
ringing up to say they are suffering from the acute weather conditions - 63 01 03 

1963 01 14 

Cambridge shops dim lights to conserve power 63 01 14 63 01 15 
1963 07 05 

People in Kings Hedges Road thought a bomb had dropped in the street when a thunderbolt hit no.39 
and shattered the windows of houses hundreds of yards away. After crashing through the house it 
flashed along electricity cables the length of the street. All the pipes in the house split open as well as 
the asbestos walls and ceilings. Light switches were pushed out of the wall and all the light bulbs in 
the house next door dropped out. The gas meter caught fire, lumps of concrete and plaster shot out 
across the room. 63 07 05d 

1968 

1968 09 16 

New sewers save city from floods - no extensive flooding after storm. Riverside people sand bag 
houses 68 09 16, 68 09 18[4.5,4.6] 

1969 

1969 02 08 

Blizzard causes havoc, snow traps scores in Cambridge [4.7] 

1970 

1970 06 26 

Campkin Road flooded after deluge, June : 2.5 feet of water gushed into houses, waves caused by 
passing vehicles pushed water back, King St, Northampton St flooded 70 06 26 a & b [2.16,4.8] 

1973 

1973 12 21 

Total disaster faces the world in about two generations according to Prof Mike Pentz of the Open 
University. Speaking in Cambridge he said so much energy is now being burnt that the temperature of 
earth’s atmosphere will rise by half a degree. “This will melt the polar caps and start a runaway 
reaction which will raise the ocean levels by a height which will bring about disastrous flooding.” A 
rise of 100 feet in this country would put Cambridge well beneath the waves 73 12 21 


1976 
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1976 01 03 

Hurricane force winds & blizzard bring chaos January [4.9] 

1973 06 01 

Air pollution in the older parts of Cambridge is currently higher than the urban average for East 
Anglia. Even so it is well below those of other parts of the country. The National Survey of Air 
Pollution says "smoke concentrations in the older high-density residential area are currently above the 
urban average, smoke pollution in the remaining areas should be generally below average". Sulphur 
dioxide concentration monitored on the roof of the Guildhall is below average, but in other areas of 
Cambridge were not so favourable 

1976 06 26 

Extreme heat has begun to take its toll of animals and people, with little sign of letting up. For the past 
three days temperature has been in the 90s and this afternoon was a scorching 98 degrees Fahrenheit. 
At Cambridge abattoir in Coldham’s Lane one animal died on the premises and three others have been 
dead on arrival because of the intense heat which induces heart attacks. At Haverhill Furniture Ltd, 
Rookwood, the management has been giving free drinks from an automatic machine while half of the 
fixed skylights at Taylor’s Foundry have been removed to encourage a breeze 76 06 26 
+ 

1976 09 30 

It is NOT the driest summer in the Cambridge are for 500 years, or even 250 years - and that is 
official. Cambridge Water Company strongly suspected the statisticians were becoming over-excited. 
Now its doubts have been confirmed. Weathermen have been forced to admit that the months from 
October 1920 until November 1921 were even drier; during that time there were 13.4 inches of rain in 
the Cambridge area, compared to 15 inches in the same period up to the end of June this year 76 09 30 
[4.10] 

1977 

1977 01 13 

Heavy snow hit Cambridge as the worst weather for 14 years caused nationwide chaos and led to 
wide-scale disruption on the roads and railways. Weathermen say the snowfalls will be heavy and 
prolonged and warm winds could produce drifts. In many places there were snowfalls of more than 
one foot. Thousands of people were late for work as hard-packed snow, freezing fog and black ice 
made driving treacherous. And many trains were late or cancelled despite an all-night fight against the 
Arctic conditions by British Rail who called in their full cold weather emergency procedures. 77 01 
13 

1978 

1978 01 03 

A tornado cut a two-mile swathe through Newmarket. Roofs were ripped off buildings, windows 
smashed and cars overturned. Every window in the railway station signal box was smashed. Chief 
Inspector Trevor Hewitt of Newmarket police said: “It’s a disaster area. It was just a freak storm and 
only lasted a couple of minutes. The damage is appalling. Roofs have caved in, windows have been 
smashed and cars overturned”. In Cambridge the wind lifted the roof from a house in King Street. 78 
01 03 [4.12] 

1979 

1979 02 14 

As Britain faced yet another day of icy chaos with more bitterly cold weather on the way, the Army 
was making plans to move in and clear snowbound roads, said the ‘Snow Minister’, Mr Denis Howell. 
In Cambridgeshire workmen battled to clear some of the worst snowfalls, 179 snowploughs and 
diggers are out but salt stocks are reaching a critical level. Seven weather-hit coach passengers were 
put up at Parkside police headquarters; they were given mattresses and bedded down in the gym. But 
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there has been a sudden cut back in crime figures; even burglars and thieves are staying at home 79 
02 14 

1981 

1981 08 07 

Mid Anglia is counting the cost of the worst storms to hit in more than ten years. At least five homes 
in Cambridge were damaged by lightning, together with two at Abington. More than 20 houses had to 
be pumped dry after flooding with water eight inches deep in houses in Eaton Socon. Amateur 
weatherman, Percy Ashman says the last 24 hours were the wettest since September 1968. 81 08 07b 
[4.14] 

1981 12 01 

Cambridge could be a busy coastal town in 50 years’ time due to a 23 feet rise in sea level caused by 
the melting of the south polar caps, scientists at the British Antarctic Survey say. The increasing 
amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere means the earth cannot cool itself as efficiently as 
previously. This is popularly known as the ‘greenhouse effect’. 81 12 01 

1981 12 14 

Motorists faced a nightmare journey to work with several main roads blocked by heavy snow. Saffron 
Walden was snowed in & Royston and Haverhill were cut off as was Cottenham, Waterbeach, 
Fulbourn and Sutton. Cambridge police rescued 130 people trapped in their cars and about half the 
county schools were closed as teachers could not get to work 81 12 14; glitters - 81 12 15 

1982 

1982 07 15 

Violent storm causes chaos, basements flooded sewage etc [3.1] 

1985 

1985 02 

Snow, Feb [4.15] 

1986 

1986 03 24 

Winds gusting up to 70mph brought chaos, killing one man, injuring others and causing thousands of 
pounds’ damage. In Cambridge King’s Parade was sealed off after material was dislodged from the 
chapel roof and an international computer exhibition at the University Centre was called off after 
windows and skylights were smashed. Duxford Museum closed after gales damaged a replica Spitfire 
and blew over a security man and a corrugated iron roof was ripped off the old Falcon Hotel ballroom 
inStNeots 86 03 24 

1986 09 10 

Percy Ashman has been keeping an eye on the weather since 1935 with the aid of several instruments. 
His latest is a storm bottle device that dates back to the last century and was used in the mills of the 
north country as weaving and dyeing were dependent on the weather. It uses an old wooden bobbin 
taken from a Yorkshire mill attached to a glass phial containing a secret amber liquid which rises 
when rain is on the way. Percy’s predictions can be relied on and his telephone is always busy with 
people calling for a quick forecast 86 09 10 

1987 

1987 01 13 

The AA were inundated by calls to motorists stranded in the snow and hundreds more were caught 
without anti-freeze as overnight temperatures plunged to -11C. The River Cam was iced up for the fist 
time in five years and skaters were out in force on the flooded fen at Earith in perfect conditions of 
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ice, sun and no wind. Many were practicing for the Fen Ice Skating Championships but for others it 
was pure pleasure. 87 01 13 

1987 08 28 

Summer sizzled into Mid Anglia in the last week of April - hot on the heels of some of the worst 
gales the country had ever seen. But as winter spirits lifted the temperature took a downward plummet 
and left us all shivering again. May slid by with some cold, wet and miserable weather and June was 
no better until the end of the month when the sun wiped away the gloom with a glorious burst of 
summer that rocked the temperatures into the mid 80s. But it didn’t last long and the wet weather was 
back in July and dripped into August for another gloomy month. But amateur weatherman Percy 
Ashman says the first two weeks of September should be good - that’s when he’s going on holiday 
87 08 28 

1987 10 16 

Overnight gales and torrential rain devastated the region with winds of more than 100 mph. The 
atrocious weather disrupted rail and bus services, trees were uprooted, one falling on the roof of a 
bungalow in Duchess Drive, Newmarket while Wandlebury Woods was devastated with more than 
200 trees blown down. Saffron Walden High School had to close after windows were smashed. Power 
supplies were disrupted causing chaos at pumping stations and Byron’s Pool has been placed on red 
alert as the threat of serious flooding increased. 87 10 16 & a 

1988 

1988 01 30 

Worst flooding for 10 years [CEN 30.1.88] 

1988 12 09 

Earth tremor felt [CEN 9.12.88] 

1989 

1989 03 07 

Cambridge to be base for new international unit to co-ordinate ozone layer research 0CEN 7.3.89 
1989 04 11 

Cambridge could be a seaside town by 2050, a report by an environmental group claims. Global 
warming would cause the sea to rise by at least five metres over the next 60 years and Parliament 
might have to move to Birmingham because vast areas of central London will disappear beneath 
water. Cambridge Scientists are also working on a study which shows most of the county under water 
with Ely on an island once again. Currently a fifth of the Anglian Water Authority’s area is below the 
high tide level 89 04 11 

1989 11 11 

Cambridge air pollution levels amongst worst in country 0CEN 11.11.89 
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c.12 - weather, by topic 

Predictions 

1973 12 21 

Total disaster faces the world in about two generations according to Prof Mike Pentz of the Open 
University. Speaking in Cambridge he said so much energy is now being burnt that the temperature of 
earth’s atmosphere will rise by half a degree. “This will melt the polar caps and start a runaway 
reaction which will raise the ocean levels by a height which will bring about disastrous flooding.” A 
rise of 100 feet in this country would put Cambridge well beneath the waves c73 12 21 

1981 12 01 

Cambridge could be a busy coastal town in 50 years’ time due to a 23 feet rise in sea level caused by 
the melting of the south polar caps, scientists at the British Antarctic Survey say. The increasing 
amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere means the earth cannot cool itself as efficiently as 
previously. This is popularly known as the ‘greenhouse effect’. 81 12 01 

1986 09 10 

Percy Ashman has been keeping an eye on the weather since 1935 with the aid of several instruments. 
His latest is a storm bottle device that dates back to the last century and was used in the mills of the 
north country as weaving and dyeing were dependent on the weather. It uses an old wooden bobbin 
taken from a Yorkshire mill attached to a glass phial containing a secret amber liquid which rises 
when rain is on the way. Percy’s predictions can be relied on and his telephone is always busy with 
people calling for a quick forecast 86 09 10 

1987 08 28 

Summer sizzled into Mid Anglia in the last week of April - hot on the heels of some of the worst 
gales the country had ever seen. But as winter spirits lifted the temperature took a downward plummet 
and left us all shivering again. May slid by with some cold, wet and miserable weather and June was 
no better until the end of the month when the sun wiped away the gloom with a glorious burst of 
summer that rocked the temperatures into the mid 80s. But it didn’t last long and the wet weather was 
back in July and dripped into August for another gloomy month. But amateur weatherman Percy 
Ashman says the first two weeks of September should be good - that’s when he’s going on holiday 
87 08 28 

1989 03 07 

Cambridge to be base for new international unit to co-ordinate ozone layer research 0CEN 7.3.89 
1989 11 11 

Cambridge air pollution levels amongst worst in country 0CEN 11.11.89 
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c.12.1 - snow, cold 

1895 

Great frost lasted from January to March unbroken except for very brief thaws; from Jan 18 to 25 
were snowstorms, floods & north-west gales; frosts of 15 to 20 degrees turned hundreds of acres of 
flooded land into skating rinks; for 2 months was possible to skate from Cambridge to Grantchester or 
Ely. Three fields at Newnham flooded & electric lights allowed skaters to flock there in evenings; ice 
carnivals & skating races on river from Bottisham Lock to Ely 62 01 03 [5] 

1906 12 27 

Such a Christmas as has just been experienced in Cambridge occurs but few times within a lifetime. A 
good old-fashioned Christmas when the brightly-blazing Yule log. or its modern equivalent, is 
necessary to counteract the efforts of King Frost is as a rule so old-fashioned that it seems to have 
existed only in the picturesque imaginations of the novelist and pictorial artist. So also is the 
Christmas-card Christmas with the country covered with the white mantle of snow. Yet the festival of 
1906 has been remarkable for both 06 12 27 

1906 12 29 

Cambridge byelaws compel a householder to remove the snow from the path in front of his habitation, 
which provides an opportunity for out-of-works to earn an honest copper. One rang the bell of a 
corner house and informed the occupier that he had swept the snow from his path. Obviously the only 
thing to be done was to pay the man for his labour. But when he rang the bell of the adjoining house 
with many feet of frontage there was no answer: the occupants had gone away for Christmas but not 
drawn their blinds. Love’s labour lost indeed! 06 12 29 

1907 10 26 

In such a cold spell undergraduate etiquette is apt to go by the board. It is an unwritten law that no 
junior member of the University should, on pain of merciless chaffing, appear in academical dress 
plus an overcoat. The idea of cap and gown and gloves was simply horrifying. Yet both these laws 
have been broken with impunity. One young man appeared in public with cap, gown, overcoat and a 
pair of very aggressive yellow-brown gloves. 07 01 26 

1907 06 29 

On Midsummer night the thermometer in a Cambridge hotel yard registered one degree less than on 
Christmas night! The weather has lately been enough to move one to despair - snow and hail fell in 
Scotland for nearly an hour until the mountains were mantled in white. Truly the gods must be 
offended. But while the hatters and tailors are lamenting over the lack of orders for straw hats and 
summer suits, the mackintosh merchant waxes fat on the proceeds of his sales. 07 06 29b 

1908 01 17 

Ancient inhabitants rack their brains in vain for a parallel to the extraordinary weather of the past 
fortnight, bringing in its train a record crop of influenza. The changes from 20 degrees of frost to a 
damp muggy air and then back again have caused the National Skating Association to rearrange the 
Championships which took place at Lingay Fen in almost perfect conditions. The ice was hard and 
entries above average. 08 01 17b 

1908 04 

Heavy snow April [2.15] 

1916 06 26 

Heavy snow, snow ploughs needed, soldiers snowball fight Parkers Piece [2.25] 

1919 02 06 
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Magistrate Summoned. At the Cambridge Borough Court, a County magistrate living in Hills Road, 
Cambridge, was summoned that, as occupier of premises, he did not as soon as conveniently may be 
after the cessation of a fall of snow, remove or cause to be removed from the footway and pavement 
all snow on such footway and pavement. He did not appear, but sent a letter to the Bench explaining 
that he only had one domestic, and could not call on her to clear the snow away. An odd man, who 
was called, wanted art extravagant sum for removing it. The Mayor said the case was a proper one for 
the police to bring before the court. It was a considerable comfort to the public if every householder 
cleared away the snow from his own frontage. He warned the public that cases of this kind would be 
dealt with more severely in the future, but as this was the first of the kind to come before the Bench 
this year, they had decided to dismiss it on payment of costs. 19 02 06 CIPof 

1927 12 

Snow began Christmas day & led to most complete stoppage of road & rail traffic since coming of 
motor car [1.13] 

1929 02 14 

For the first time since 1895 there was skating on the River Cam. A thick sheet of ice powered with 
white snow, stretched unbroken from Silver Street to the electric light works. It was too inviting to be 
resisted and several skating parties took advantage of it. Many undergraduates took to the ice in front 
of King’s College and at Quayside a man was seen cycling on the slippery surface. However the ice 
bore and he neither came off nor went in. At Silver Street it was possible to cross to the mill on the ice 
but below Jesus Lock, where the dredges is at work, the ice was broken up by the flow and black 
pools and crevices had appeared in the thin surface. 29 02 14 

1929 02 16 

All Cambridge seemed to be skating or carrying skates this morning and there is something like five 
inches of ice on many parts of the Granta. Eight hardy spirits took the plunge at the Town Bathing 
Sheds though it took nearly half an hour to break the ice. There have been bathers ever since the front 
began and many of them have hardly missed a day. The cold was so severe that the comb stuck in the 
head of one of them who was doing his hair. But the Open Flying Mile Straight Race, fixed to take 
place at Cowbit Wash, near Spalding, was abandoned after the Skating Association reported that it 
was not possible to provide a straight mile course to conform with the conditions. 20 02 16 

1929 02 22 

Sir: Quite a number of people took advantage of the frozen river last weekend to skate to Ely and 
among them were three Newnham girls. It is 34 years since last such a journey was possible. There 
was only one day’s skating on the river in 1901. It was February 1895 that the river last admitted 
skating to Ely and I and two friends undertook the journey. On arrival it was suggested we continue to 
Denver Sluice but after two miles the ice was very bad, so we returned. 1 wonder how many have ever 
succeeded in it, a distance of 72 miles there and back. 1 am fond of skating and have been to Ely five 
times - ‘Septuagenarian’ - CDN 22.2.1929 

1935 01 28 

Cambridge goes white - snow complaints - 35 01 28 
1939 12 23 

After many hours of continuous snowfall - the longest, if not the deepest, fall for many years - a 
partial thaw set in. In Cambridge 400 men were employed (during the fall of snow) to clear a path for 
road traffic and pedestrians, and six snow ploughs were brought into use. 38 12 23 CIPof 

1947 03 07 

The work of clearing Cambridge streets of snow is costing £500 a day. Every available lorry and a 
labour force in the region of 400 men is engaged in the task. There is a generally held view in the 
town that the snow clearers are ding a hard job very well. Meanwhile there has been an almost 
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cheerful acceptance of the inconveniences. For the second morning in succession, most of Cambridge 
walked to work today - strange sight in the normally bicycle-crowded streets 47 03 07 

1954 01 28 

Parts of the river Cam were frozen over this morning after a night of extremely cold conditions. The 
maximum temperature yesterday was 31 degrees F. but last night it dropped to 18 degrees. The severe 
weather had caused all previous output records to be broken at the Cambridge Gas Works. 54 01 28 

1956 02 20 

Cambridgeshire was hit by the second arctic spell over the weekend. Snow, ice and biting winds 
brought treacherous conditions to many of the roads, but no major accidents were reported. Last night 
the temperature dropped to 18 degrees, at 9am today it was 25.7. The Waterworks Company dealt 
with over 1,000 burst pipes over the last cold spell and expect there will be many more when the pipes 
thaw out after the present freeze-up. 56 02 20a 

1958 02 26 

Snow blocks roads worse than 1947, February 58 02 26b & c [2.6] 

1961 12 27 

It is going to be even colder than it was during most of the Christmas freeze-up when ice on the Cam 
trapped several swans in the water. On Christmas morning fire appliances went to St Giles’ church 
where a small fire severely damaged an electric motor in the organ. They were also called to Avery’s 
scale makers premises in Regent Street and at Joseph Lucas on Newmarket Road where pipes in the 
ceilings burst and flooded the premises. The Waterworks Company dealt with 30 burst pipes on 
Christmas Day 61 12 27 61 12 30 

1962 01 01 

Many Cambridgeshire villages are without electricity as eight inches of snow dislocated traffic and 
communications. Engineers had difficulties getting to the trouble through road blocks, fallen 
telephone wires and diversions. Snow ploughs have been working on the roads throughout the night. 
Railways have been badly affected with a drift between Shepreth and Royston making only single line 
traffic possible. It was the coldest night in Cambridgeshire since February 1917 62 01 01 Queens 
Road & Earl Street with snowed-up cars - photo - 62 01 Ola 

1962 01 02 

Clearing snow St Andrews Street & dumping it at Quayside - photos - 62 01 02b 
[4.2] 

1962 01 03 

Hundreds of building workers have been laid off because of the severe freeze-up. Many have taken 
temporary jobs with the City Council as snow cleaners; so far 250 extra men have been put on to help 
the 50 regular council workmen. In addition 46 extra lorries have been hired with 10 bulldozers and 
two crawler shovels. Gangs are working 24 hours a day gritting and sanding the roads. The cost of all 
the extra work will be ‘pretty heavy’ 62 01 03a 

1962 10 03 

Supplies of salt are fast running out at Cambridge grocery shops as people adopt a ‘do-it-yourself 
policy towards clearing away the snow from their doorsteps. In two of the largest stores stocks of 
block or crushed cooking salt are negligible. But there is still plenty at the Corporation store yard in 
Mill Road despite a considerable amount being used on the streets. Hard-packed frozen snow still 
prevails on all roads and overnight fog reduced visibility. One result of the snow-up in Royston was 
the postponement of the meeting of the Urban Council 62 10 03 


1962 12 
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Great blanket of snow, 240 frost, December [2.8,2.9] 


1962 12 05 

The fog which came down over the Cambridge area was blown here from London by a twelve-knot 
wind, says meteorologists. London, having its first clear day since Monday was like an oasis 
surrounded by a slowly-clearing fog belt though mainline trains were still meeting long delays and 
London Airport was closed. The number of sudden deaths in the capital has now reached 106. 
Conditions were still grim in East Anglia with temperatures remaining well below zero and part of the 
River Cam froze between Pye’s Bridge and Garret Hostel Lane. 62 12 05 & 07 

1963 01 01 

Seven-foot drifts block county, 400 workmen fight to keep traffic moving.water mains frozen, skaters 
on Backs -63 01 01 [2.10,2.11,2.12,4.3] 

1963 01 14 

People travelling to work were delayed after three buses were put out of action with frozen fuel pipes. 
Sunshine encouraged many skaters on the River Cam along the Backs where ice is two-inches thick 
but the Met Office warns there is no sign of a break in the very cold weather. Snow and ice has 
brought outside work on building sites to a standstill though many firms are keeping on men to help 
with snow clearing. Demand for coal has shot up as have the number of telephone calls with people 
ringing up to say they are suffering from the acute weather conditions - 63 01 03 Cambridge shops 
dim lights to conserve power 63 01 14 63 0115 

1963 01 22 

Temperatures amongst lowest ever recorded with 35 degrees of frost - 63 01 22 
1963 02 26 

Temperatures rose above freezing point for the first time in ten days but electricity cuts almost 
paralysed in the county. 63 01 26 

1969 02 08 

Snow traps scores in Cambridge - 69 02 08, 08a 
1977 01 13 

Heavy snow hit Cambridge as the worst weather for 14 years caused nationwide chaos and led to 
widescale disruption on the roads and railways. Weathermen say the snowfalls will be heavy and 
prolonged and warm winds could produce drifts. In many places there were snowfalls of more than 
one foot. Thousands of people were late for work as hard-packed snow, freezing fog and black ice 
made driving treacherous. And many trains were late or cancelled despite an all-night fight against the 
Arctic conditions by British Rail who called in their full cold weather emergency procedures. 77 01 
13 [4.11] 

1979 02 14 

As Britain faced yet another day of icy chaos with more bitterly cold weather on the way, the Army 
was making plans to move in and clear snowbound roads, said the ‘Snow Minister’, Mr Denis Howell. 
In Cambridgeshire workmen battled to clear some of the worst snowfalls, 179 snowploughs and 
diggers are out but salt stocks are reaching a critical level. Seven weather-hit coach passengers were 
put up at Parkside police headquarters; they were given mattresses and bedded down in the gym. But 
there has been a sudden cut back in crime figures; even burglars and thieves are staying at home 79 
02 14 


1981 12 14 
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Motorists faced a nightmare journey to work with several main roads blocked by heavy snow. Saffron 
Walden was snowed in & Royston and Haverhill were cut off as was Cottenham, Waterbeach, 
Fulbourn and Sutton. Cambridge police rescued 130 people trapped in their cars and about half the 
county schools were closed as teachers could not get to work 81 12 14; gritters - 81 12 15 

1985 02 

Snow, Feb [4.15] 

1987 01 13 

The AA were inundated by calls to motorists stranded in the snow and hundreds more were caught 
without anti-freeze as overnight temperatures plunged to -11C. The River Cam was iced up for the fist 
time in five years and skaters were out in force on the flooded fen at Earith in perfect conditions of 
ice, sun and no wind. Many were practicing for the Fen Ice Skating Championships but for others it 
was pure pleasure. 87 01 13 

1988 01 22 

Road, rail and air services were all thrown into chaos as heavy snow brought mayhem 88 01 22 
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c.12.2 - sun, drought, heat 

1899 07 13 

Can the meteorologists tell what has happened to the English climate? Last summer was hot, but the 
extraordinary protracted heat was set down as a meteorological eccentricity that was not likely to be 
repeated. Yet this summer the thermometer has been dancing between 80 and 90. If this happens 
another year it will be necessary to take counsel as to whether England should not adopt Indian 
usages. The mid-day siesta may come into vogue. But the weather is a fickle thing. One day it is 
oppressively hot. the next day it is delightfully cool. One summer it is the weather of the tropics; the 
next may be distinctly suggestive of the arctic circle 1899 07 13 

1906 09 03 

For four days Cambridge has vainly been endeavouring to live in a temperature rising above 90 
degrees in the shade, 125 in the sun. The first day of September was as hot as the last day of August 
and even now the heat shows little diminution. Nobody remembers such a succession of tropical heats 
so late in the season. The weather is in a curiously topsy-turvey condition 06 09 03 & a 

1907 09 03 

What extraordinary weather we are experiencing! It reached its climax on September 25 th when the 
hottest day of the year was reported and those on holidays are getting interest for delaying the 
spending of their annual vacation. The appearance of gardens is not synonymous with autumn, 
Strawberries are now providing a good crop, whilst roses are doing very well. 07 09 30b 

1911 08 18 

The dry weather has led to great scarcity of water in many parts and if the drought continues the Army 
planned manoeuvres might be abandoned. The brooks and ponds in many places are completely dry, 
rivers are running lower than in living memory and farmers are at their wits’ end to know how to 
provide water for their cattle. Water trains will soon have to be organised though unfortunately some 
of the worst villages on the clay hills of Huntingdonshire are remote from the railways. However at 
most seaside places nearly every room is occupied and the summer of 1911 will be long remembered 
as the best on record by boarding-house keepers 110818m 

1911 08 25 

The longest drought since 1887 has happily come to and end and heavy rains have reduced the torrid 
heat. In Cambridge the hottest day was August 9 th when the temperature was 95 degrees in the shade. 
Messrs Pain’s records go back 43 years and the only other record of that figure was on 15 th August 
1876. During violent thunderstorms lightning set fire to farm buildings at Friday Bridge but the 
brigade was powerless as there was no water to put it out. 11 08 25a 

1911 09 15 

A most welcome break in the long-sustained drought came when the first really wet day for months 
was hailed with the joy and gladness with which people generally welcome fine weather. Rain fell all 
day. having a marvellous effect in clearing the air and bringing down the temperature. It was like 
stepping from blazing August to chill gloomy November. Normally everyone would have been dismal 
and depressed. But everybody has been thoroughly saturated with sunshine and turned to the mud and 
drizzle with positive delight, splashing through puddles with utmost cheerfulness. This year has been 
the driest on record. 11 09 15g 

1911 09 23 

Break in drought - 11 09 23 

1912 

April a record drought but only 5 rainless days in August [2.14] 
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1921 07 

Intense heat causes fires, including Midsummer Common, July & August; 14 months of drought 

[1.17.4.10] 

1930 08 28 

Seven deaths have been reported from various parts of the country and no break is expected in the 
heat wave. In Cambridge temperatures of 88 degrees were recorded in the shade, two lower than 
yesterday. A girl in green striped pyjamas was seen in one of the main thoroughfares, an extreme 
symptom of the heat wave that holds the town in its grip. There was an outbreak of open-necked shirts 
whilst those who were less courageous fingered the tight damp bands that had once been collars and 
wondered whether respectability was worth while. At midnight there were bathing parties by the 
banks of the Cam 30 08 28 [2.1] 

1933 01 06 

Does the present succession of mild Januaries suggest something in the nature of a change in climate? 
Today amateur gardeners have standard and rambler roses in full bloom, primroses blooming in 
clumps, stocks, polyanthus - indeed a show of flowers usually retarded by frost until spring. 33 01 06 

1933 02 11 

The mildness of the winter has given gardeners something to talk about. Even the frost has failed to 
kill off all the roses and some were in full bloom at Cottenham with the first snowdrops flowering 
between the standards. Flowers gathered before the frost set in and put into water have a more 
powerful scent than usual. But are these the first roses of summer or the last? 33 02 lib 

1976 09 30 

It is NOT the driest summer in the Cambridge are for 500 years, or even 250 years - and that is 
official. Cambridge Water Company strongly suspected the statisticians were becoming over-excited. 
Now its doubts have been confirmed. Weathermen have been forced to admit that the months from 
October 1920 until November 1921 were even drier; during that time there were 13.4 inches of rain in 
the Cambridge area, compared to 15 inches in the same period up to the end of June this year 76 09 30 

[4.10] 

1976 06 26 

Extreme heat has begun to take its toll of animals and people, with little sign of letting up. For the past 
three days temperature has been in the 90s and this afternoon was a scorching 98 degrees Fahrenheit. 
At Cambridge abattoir in Coldham’s Lane one animal died on the premises and three others have been 
dead on arrival because of the intense heat which induces heart attacks. At Haverhill Furniture Ltd, 
Rookwood, the management has been giving free drinks from an automatic machine while half of the 
fixed skylights at Taylor’s Foundry have been removed to encourage a breeze 76 06 26 

1989 04 11 

“Costa del Cambridge” possible due greenhouse effect 0CEN 11.4.89 
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c.12.3 - aurora, meteors, fog 
1905 11 18 

The other evening a large expanse of the north eastern sky was suffered with a rosy glow which 
waxed and waned in intensity. The light extended upwards from the horizon in a broad band and 
illuminated the edge of a thick bank of cloud towards the left of the moon. It is believed to be the 
Aurora Borealis, the famous northern light, though others felt it was caused by the moon shining 
through falling snow. 05 11 18c [2.13] 

1932 08 17 

Succession of meteorites, August [1.2] 

1936 12 10 

Thick fog invaded Romsey Town hours before it reached Huntingdon Road. Once it settled it did so 
in earnest and visibility was practically nil. Buses were reduced to trailing through the streets on the 
heels of the conductors and even they could not see their way properly: one stopped himself just in 
time from leading a No. 106 into the pit on Newmarket Road. Where conditions were not quite so bad 
drivers ‘convoyed’ and as many as six buses were seen in single file. One conductor walked from 
Cambridge to Ely, leading his bus - and did the journey in AVi hours 36 12 10a 

1938 01 29 

Aurora borealis seen [2.3] 

1939 02 24 

Meteor Seen in Cambridgeshire. Mr. George Pearson, of Fen Road, Milton, who said it came into 
view at 6.10 a.m. "I had got up to milk my cows,” he went on. "As I stood outside my cowshed, the 
yard suddenly became lit up. I saw a brilliant white light moving across the sky. There were no flames 
coming from it: it was something like an electric light" 39 02 24 CIPof 

1954 01 09 

A large meteorite is believed to have been seen over Cambridge. Following reports that an explosion, 
thought to have been due to a meteorite smashing into the earth's atmosphere, had rocked Dieppe 
about 160 miles from Cambridge, several members of the City Police Force have claimed to have 
seen the object. P.C. R. Barlow, on duty in Drummer Street described ‘a meteorite of exceptional size, 
oval-shaped and green in colour’ falling in a south-east direction. Other policemen claim to have seen 
the flash as it apparently struck the earth. 54 01 09 

1962 12 05 

The fog which came down over the Cambridge area was blown here from Fondon by a twelve-knot 
wind, says meteorologists. Fondon, having its first clear day since Monday was like an oasis 
surrounded by a slowly-clearing fog belt though mainline trains were still meeting long delays and 
Fondon Airport was closed. The number of sudden deaths in the capital has now reached 106. 
Conditions were still grim in East Anglia with temperatures remaining well below zero and part of the 
River Cam froze between Pye’s Bridge and Garret Hostel Lane. 62 12 05 & 07 
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c.12.5 - flood 



Camvkin Road July 1970 


89.33 


1894 

Serious floods [4.18,1.5] 

1913 01 24 

The heavy and almost continuous rains are having a serious effect in Soham. The whole countryside is 
saturated and ditches full to overflowing. At Greenhills water is level with the cottagers’ gardens and 
paths and roads are impassable, the outlook is extremely serious. A hundred acres are flooded due to 
the unsafe condition of the river bank which is in a state of collapse. Farmers fear grain will rot in the 
ground, some having been covered with water since before Christmas. The roads are in shocking 
condition, the heavy farm traffic having cut them up to such an extent it is impossible to cycle over 
them 13 01 24 pi 1 CIP 

1914 12 25 

Storm and Floods responsible for considerable damage to telegraph and telephone wires. The heavy 
downpour of rain and the blinding snowstorm late at night found the weak spots in an enormous 
number of house roofs in Cambridge, and the exceptional downpour swelled the stream of the Cam 
until the water flowed over the hanks. The greater part of Midsummer Common was covered with 
water and the paths were impassable. Boathouse and boathouse yards were flooded and military men 
who were billeted in the boathouses were seriously inconvenienced. In several instances they were 
compelled to seek billets elsewhere. Thousands of acres of land in and around Cambridge were 
flooded. 14 12 25 CIPof 
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1914 12 29 

Gale causes damage, gable end of house Mill Road blown down, Robert Sayle window and others 
damage - 14 12 29e Ch 

1915 01 29 

A heavy downpour of rain experienced last week caused the River Cam to overflow its banks, and the 
low lands adjoining the river were extensively flooded. At Grantchester the road from the mill to 
Trumpington was submerged for a distance of about 400 yards on Friday and Saturday, the road being 
impassable except in a vehicle. The water rose very rapidly on Friday, Sheep's Green, Newnham and 
Coe Fen became impassable, whilst Chesterton Meadows became inundated, the water encroaching 
halfway across the roadway at Water Street, Old Chesterton. The ferries below Victoria Bridge were 
unable to be worked during the weekend, but were able to resume on Monday. Although the 
commons were not flooded to anything like the extent they were following the blizzard towards the 
end of last month, large pools of water existed at places. At Jesus Sluice there was only a difference 
of about a foot between the levels of the water above and below the locks. The river has now gone 
down, and is almost at its normal level 15 01 29 CIPof 

1916 03 04 

Floods Sheep’s Green, Coe Fen etc, boathouses rise from water [2.26] 

1916 03 08 

Flood scenes in Cambridge following heavy snow - Midsummer Common, Riverside - 16 03 08e 

1917 

Highest flood between Jesus Lock and Baitsbite Lock was 1917 when nearly two feet water over 
office floor; river bank broke Brandon Creek and flooded fen around Southery which quickly cleared 
water at Abbey Road - H.C. Banham - 46 03 02b, 46 03 09a 

1918 01 30 

Floods.—the severe weather and the thaw had further detrimental effects upon the trees at the Backs 
of the Colleges and our riverside walks. Many old familiar arboreal friends have been dismembered, 
notably the veteran weeping willow on the south-west side of Trinity College Bridge. The floods 
which followed the thaw rose to a considerable height and considerable damage is now seen to have 
been done to the river banks at Sheep's Green. Part of the trouble here is said to have been caused 
through the flood gates at the Apron being out of repair 18 01 30 CIPof 

1918 04 24 

A great flood - higher level than has been recorded since the great storm of August 3, 1879 Miles of 
country were under water on Wednesday; roads and paths were rendered impassable to foot pas¬ 
sengers, the ferries at Cambridge were stopped, low-lying houses and premises near the river were 
flooded and the water was up to the permanent way of the railway between Chesterton and 
Waterbeach. The river has shown more frequent tendencies to flood of late years than, formerly - one 
cause is said to be the clearing-out of ditches and water courses by War Agricultural Committees 18 
04 24 CIPof 

1919 02 19 

Floods highest since 1879; homes inundated Riverside & Newnham, parapet of house in Parker St 
collapses - 19 02 19a 

1919 02 26 

Serious Floods.—Not for many years has the County of. Cambridge been visited by floods of such 
magnitude or of so serious a nature as those experienced within the last ten days. Thousands ofl acres 
are under water, and at Cambridge the water rose at one time to within six inches of the height 
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reached by the memorable flood of 1879. At Ely the river touched a depth beyond any previously 
attained within the memory of the oldest inhabitants. It is good news to hear that since Sunday the 
water has been steadily falling. A serious break in the river bank midway between Waterbeach and 
Upware last Wednesday resulted in the disastrous flooding of hundreds of acres of low-lying land in 
the vicinity, the temporary isolation of several farms and cottages and considerable damage to stacks. 
On Tuesday night ... above the hanks at Waterbeach Fen where the break in the river bank occurred, 
and fanners took prompt steps to remove their stock to safety, but on Wednesday morning a break 
occurred, and the breach rapidly becoming wider, the water poured through. Farm buildings and 
cottages were surrounded, and the Inhabitants in some eases were forced to seek shelter in the village. 
All Wednesday farm workers and other helpers from Waterbeach and district worked up to their knees 
in water, but the gap widened, and it was found necessary to sink two barges in the breach. Thousands 
of sandbags were requisitioned and by this means the hole was filled and the inflow of water at this 
spot checked. Men have been employed night and day in "cradging" along the banks and 
strengthening the places where any water was found overflowing, this also being done on the 
Stretham bank of the Old West 19 02 26,a & b CIPof [1.14] 

1922 07 

Wettest July since 1865 [1.18] 

1926 

Floods on Coe Fen & Sheeps Green, February [1.20] 

1934 03 16 

Fish 2 inches long rain on Market Hill, March [1.1] 

1952 01 05 

For Cambridge 1951 was again a “very wet year”. Aid F.Dogget said the figure of 27.57 inches was 
well above the average. There were only 150 days without rain, it was an exceptionally wet Spring 
and gardeners will remember we had only six fine week-ends during that period. The heaviest fall 
was on August 6 th and during a thunderstorm on July 30 th . The longest spell of fine weather lasted for 
13 consecutive days between May 27 th and June 9 th . In the county Ft-Col Thornhill of Manor House, 
Boxworth, said it was the wettest year since 1937 52 01 09 

1959 01 09 

Flooding, January [2.72.27] 

1959 06 27 

One inch of rain in 20 minutes floods basements [4.1] 

1960s The Cambridgeshire Collection has detailed newspaper cuttings files from this date 

1960 Many roads were flooded following a torrential downpour. Policemen with red warning lights 
patrolled parts of Queen’s Road which was covered to a depth of 18-inches in parts and the roadway 
at Chesterton Hall Crescent was also under water. Wilberforce Road was the most seriously affected 
where water poured off a nearby playing field and fences were pulled up to divert the flow away from 
houses. The Wheatsheaf Inn at Harlton and a cottage at Barton Road Haslingfield were also 
inundated. This has been one of the wettest years recorded in Cambridge. 60 11 02b 

1968 09 16 

New sewers save city from floods - no extensive flooding after storm. Riverside people sand bag 
houses [4.5, 4.6] 

1970 06 26 

Campkin Road flooded after deluge, June : 2.5 feet of water gushed into houses, waves caused by 
passing vehicles pushed water back, King St, Northampton St flooded [2.16,4.8] 
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1982 07 15 

Violent storm causes chaos, basements flooded sewage etc [3.1] 
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c.12.6 - gales, hurricanes 


1891 wall at Hyde Park comer blows down in gale, girl killed [2.2] 

1906 Last night’s gale was one of the most severe within living memory. Great damage was done 
all over Cambridge. On Newmarket Road a tall chimney at the brickworks began to sway violently 
and then fell with a tremendous crash. The large trees at the Backs suffered considerably; five were 
uprooted and blown into Queen’s Road. During the morning numbers of poor people were busily 
engaged in taking away the portions they could carry for firewood. Two children took away a branch 
of considerable weight using a pair of wheels taken from a perambulator 06 01 06e 
1906 The extraordinary weather was experienced in all its bewildering variety. Thunder, lightning, 
hail, snow and a hurricane provided a new experience. Many pedestrians were blown over by the 
wind which swept over the mill at Chippenham with such suddenness that before the sails could be 
adjusted, the top of the mill was blown off. The storm travelled at a remarkable pace. It took less than 
an hour to travel from Leicester to Cambridge.06 02 09c 

1910 A hurricane with winds of 80 mph cased considerable damage. Hoardings in Belmont Place, 
King Street, belonging to the Billposting Company were unable to withstand the onslaught of the 
wind and fell while a large elm tree opposite Trinity Fellows’ Garden was bespoiled of its top. At Ely 
Cathedral a window depicting St John the Baptist was damaged; the apostle’s head was blown out but 
falling upon the lawn, the glass was not broken. At St Ives the wind blew down the home signal on 
the railway line and caught the gable end of Mr Holloway’s music shop in Bridge Street, blowing off 
four yards of tiles. CWN 10 02 25a & b 

1928 gale damages Fred Hiams residence Grange Road, Jan [2.20] 

1928 The great gale which swept the country blew down trees, damaged roofs and caused damage. 
The most serious loss is the removal of the roof of the grandstand on the Cambridge Town Football 
Club’s ground. The cross at St Barnabas church was carried away but no person was injured in its fall. 
Hoardings on the FNER Railway’s property near Cambridge station have been razed to the ground 
and the line was blocked by a signal that was blown down near Waterbeach. At Trinity College the 
famous ‘Sedgwick Elm’ in the Fellows’ Garden was partly blown down. At Ely two large sheets of 
lead were lifted on the roof of the cathedral nave and a huge chicken shed in Lynn Road was 
completely demolished. c28 11 20 [1.21] 

1930 worst gale in living memory brings down trees, January [1.25] 

1935 The hamlets of Pymore and Oxlode suffered severely by the visitation of a hail storm, the 
worst in living memory. It stripped slates and tiles from the roofs of houses and smashed windows. 
Scarcely a residence escaped and numerous cases of ten, twelve and even fourteen windows being 
broken in one house were reported. Holy Trinity church and day school had the entire side windows 
smashed and both Methodist chapels suffered badly. The LNER signal box had nine windows broken 
and the roof damaged. Hundreds of birds and small animals were killed. 35 09 23b 

1936 Damaged houses, a blocked road and wrecked telephone wires marked the route of the great 
storm through Cambridge and district. The first ominous rumblings were heard comparatively early 
but not until the crowds began to pour out of the cinemas after the last performance did the rain 
stream down and great flashes of forked lightning rend the sky. Cambridge seemed to be almost 
surrounded by thunderstorms, for sheets of light flashed on the horizon at every point of the compass 
36 06 20 

1960s The Cambridgeshire Collection has detailed newspaper cuttings files from this date 
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1976 hurricane force winds & blizzard bring chaos January [4.9] 

1978 A tornado cut a two-mile swathe through Newmarket. Roofs were ripped off buildings, 
windows smashed and cars overturned. Every window in the railway station signal box was smashed. 
Chief Inspector Trevor Hewitt of Newmarket police said: “It’s a disaster area. It was just a freak 
storm and only lasted a couple of minutes. The damage is appalling. Roofs have caved in, windows 
have been smashed and cars overturned”. In Cambridge the wind lifted the roof from a house in King 
Street. c78 01 06 [4.12] 

1981 Mid Anglia is counting the cost of the worst storms to hit in more than ten years. At least five 
homes in Cambridge were damaged by lightning, together with two at Abington. More than 20 houses 
had to be pumped dry after flooding with water eight inches deep in houses in Eaton Socon. Amateur 
weatherman, Percy Ashman says the last 24 hours were the wettest since September 1968. 81 08 07b 
[4.14] 

1986 Winds gusting up to 70mph brought chaos, killing one man, injuring others and causing 
thousands of pounds’ damage. In Cambridge King’s Parade was sealed off after material was 
dislodged from the chapel roof and an international computer exhibition at the University Centre was 
called off after windows and skylights were smashed. Duxford Museum closed after gales damaged a 
replica Spitfire and blew over a security man and a corrugated iron roof was ripped off the old Falcon 
Hotel ballroom in St Neots 86 03 24 

1987 Overnight gales and torrential rain devastated the region with winds of more than 100 mph. 
The atrocious weather disrupted rail and bus services, trees were uprooted, one falling on the roof of a 
bungalow in Duchess Drive, Newmarket while Wandlebury Woods was devastated with more than 
200 trees blown down. Saffron Walden High School had to close after windows were smashed. Power 
supplies were disrupted causing chaos at pumping stations and Byron’s Pool has been placed on red 
alert as the threat of serious flooding increased. 87 10 16 & a 
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c.12.7 - lightning 

1889 06 07 

Severe thunderstorm causes extensive damage [2.5] 

1896 07 07 

East Road school hit by lightning. July [1.11] 

1908 06 05 

A house in Castle Street was struck by lightning during a heavy thunderstorm which caused 
tremendous damaged and rendered it uninhabitable. A brick chimney stack fell with an appalling 
crash into the bedrooms beneath, which have been completely wrecked. It is a semi-detached 
residence of three storeys and reputed to be the highest inhabited point in Cambridge. CWN 08 06 
05 p5 [2.17] 

1920 06 

Cowper Road houses struck by lightning, June [2.18] 

1921 07 21 

Bateman Street houses struck by lightning, July [2.16] 

1931 08 21 

Grafton Street house struck by lightning [2.19] 

1939 01 20 

Huntingdon Road house struck by lightning [2.21] 
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c.12.8 - earthquakes 

1896 12 18 

Earthquake felt in Cambridge, December [1.12] 

1926 08 16 

Earthquake shocks of unusual severity were felt on Sunday morning. In Cambridge occupants were 
awakened by the rattle of windows, crockery and furniture. Two residents in West Road were aroused 
from sleep by the oscillation of their beds; a lofty wardrobe continued to shake and its contents to 
rattle for some time. Railwaymen on night duty said the telegraph poles rattled and the windows of 
signal cabins shook. Several residents of Huntingdon felt three tremors 26 08 16 

1931 06 12 

It was a very gentle earthquake in Cambridge: suddenly in the silence of a calm and tranquil night 
there came a mysterious, slow, oscillatory motion, quickening and increasing in intensity. It seemed 
as if a giant hand had seized the bed and was shaking it, gently but with irresistible might. A 
washstand was overturned at Comberton but houses were rocked at Ely where some of the 
foundations were heard to crack. At St Ives people sought refuge on the Market Hill and could not be 
induced to return to bed. 3106 12c&d&e 

1938 06 18 

Earthquake felt, June [2.4] 

1948 06 01 

What is thought to be the biggest earth tremor in East Anglia since 1757 occurred in the King's Lynn, 
Bury St Edmunds, Mildenhall and Cambridge area last Friday. Observers distinctly felt it. In some 
places it was accompanied by a rumbling noise. A Cambridge resident said; "I distinctly felt a 
'bubbling' movement and heard a slight rumbling noise while sitting in the living room after tea. I took 
no further notice, however, thinking it may have been a passing bus or heavy vehicle" 48 06 01 

1988 02 09 

Earth tremor felt [CEN 9.12.88] 
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